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This week, The National Law Journal trains its sights on litigation shops in 
Chicago—the city that brought us the skyscraper, Muddy Waters, Playboy and 
Ebony, and McDonald’s. Oh, and a heck of a lot of legal talent. We asked litigation 
practices there to tell us about themselves—their headcounts and revenues, 
wins and losses. Our staff scrutinized their reports to arrive at the list of law firms. 

chicago LiTigaTioN 
DEPaRTMENTS oF ThE YEaR
A speciAl report 

stockphoto/Veni 

Perkins Coie calls Seattle home, but the heart of its 
white-collar defense practice lies more than 2,000 
miles away in Chicago.

Perkins is a relative newcomer to the white-collar scene. 
In 2007, the firm asked Pravin Rao, a Chicago former 
federal prosecutor and U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission enforcement branch chief, to help develop the 
practice from the ground up. He figured it was too good of 

an offer to pass up.
“The opportunity to get in on the ground floor and build 

the practice you want from scratch was attractive,” Rao 
said. Of the firm’s 26 lawyers nationwide with a dedicated 
white-collar practice, nine are in Chicago, including Rao 
and other top partners including long-time former Chicago 
federal prosecutor Patrick Collins.

Being based in the middle of the country has its perks. A 
flight to either coast can be a day trip, if needed. “I got a lot 
of frequent-flier miles,” Rao said. 

Chicago isn’t like Washington or New York in the volume 
of white-collar work, he acknowledged, but the firm is 
taking on a growing number of local cases. Besides, he said, 
the work takes attorneys across the country and around the 
world—regardless of where the lawyers are based.

Perkins Coie has secured a number of favorable outcomes 
for clients in and out of court. Last year, Rao and Collins 
won immunity for a client facing a federal grand jury 
investigation into an alleged oil market manipulation 
scheme. The client was a corporate officer of the Chicago 
affiliate of Optiver Holding B.V. An action brought by the 
U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission settled in 
April 2012 and private litigation is pending in the U.S. 
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