
Food & Consumer Packaged Goods Litigation
2022 YEAR IN REVIEW

2022 saw a decrease in class action 
lawsuits filed against the food and 
beverage industry, 214 cases.

In 2022, plaintiffs filed nearly a dozen putative 
class action lawsuits targeting the pet food 
industry, with a focus on products with 
“limited ingredient,” “grain-free,” and  
“gluten-free” representations.

Our survey of federal cannabis class actions filed between 2019 and 2022 revealed 
approximately 150 new case filings.

A record high number of consumer class action  
filings were made against dietary supplement 
companies in 2022. 

Food, beverage, and dietary 
supplement companies remain  
major targets for Proposition 65 
plaintiffs, with pre-litigation notices  
for food products increasing steadily 
over the last five years.

In 2022, heavy metals accounted  
for over 90% of all pre-litigation 
notices issued to food, beverage,  
and supplement companies. 

40% of filings alleged that a harmful ingredient 
was present in the product. Many of these suits 
were brought against sunscreens, dry shampoo, 
and makeup products, such as lipsticks, 
foundations, and mascaras.
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Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) 
concerns have grown in prominence in 2022. 

While class action filings have fallen, federal 
regulators at the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission and the Federal Trade Commission 
have taken a keen interest in ESG representations, 
recognizing ESG’s salience in investor and 
consumer decision-making. 

As in previous years, a significant number of  
the filings in 2022 involved false labeling  
claims, which accounted for 62% of all filings. 

ESG RELATED CLASS ACTIONS: FILINGS BY YEAR 
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