
Food & Consumer Packaged Goods Litigation
2021 YEAR IN REVIEW

As the pandemic continued through 
2021, so did the rise in class action 
lawsuits filed against the food and 
beverage industry, 325 cases. 

In 2021, plaintiffs filed nearly two dozen 
putative class action lawsuits targeting 
the pet food industry, with a focus on 
products with “limited ingredient,” “free 
from” and “natural” representations.

Our survey of federal cannabis class actions filed between 2019 and 2021 revealed 
approximately 130 new case filings.

Cases involving false labeling claims accounted 
for nearly 70% of all filings brought against dietary 
supplement companies; coming in at a distant 
second were filings involving “all natural” claims.

Plaintiffs’ increased focus on the food 
& beverage industry continued to 
hold through 2021, with heavy metals 
taking the center stage—accounting 
for 75% of all notices issued to food & 
beverage companies.

Almost half of filings allege some kind of harmful 
ingredient is present in the product. Many of 
those suits were brought against sunscreens and 
deodorant products and alleged that the products 
were contaminated with the carcinogen benzene.
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FOOD AND BEVERAGE CLASS ACTIONS: 
FILINGS BY YEAR
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Environmental, Social & Governance (ESG) 
claims, i.e., lawsuits that challenge a company’s 
sustainability or environmental practices, are on 
the rise.
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ESG RELATED CLASS ACTIONS: FILINGS BY YEAR 
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