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OVERVIEW

Research compiled by Perkins Coie’s Competitive Intelligence team: Perkins Coie’s Competitive 
Intelligence department performs in-depth research and analysis on products, markets, case trends, and more, 
to better inform the strategic business decisions of our clients and the firm. 

Background: Business and economic disruptions due to the coronavirus pandemic are ongoing. We strive to 
keep clients informed on the latest developments, including the impact of COVID-19 on case filings. Using 
CourthouseNews (CNS) to track cases filed in 2,613 state and 148 federal courts, we looked specifically at 
cases that substantively involve COVID-19 claims. Our research excluded from the larger set of data, cases 
related to prisoners, immigration detainees, habeas corpus, compassionate release, and the like.

In the report that follows: We focus on all substantive COVID-19 filings. If you are interested in further 
analysis, please reach out to your primary Perkins Coie contact or email: clientadvantage@perkinscoie.com.

NATURE OF SUIT (NOS) TRENDS

Filings from March 1, 2020, to March 15, 2021, indicate the largest number of COVID-19 disputes involve 
employment and insurance claims, with contract, tort, real property and civil rights claims following. 

Note that while insurance disputes are a type of contract dispute, we separated insurance cases from other 
types of contract cases. Sample case descriptions can be found in the research below.
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NATURE OF SUIT (NOS) OVER TIME

Weeks marked with * include court holidays, meaning the data from that week is reflective of a partial week. 
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COURT FILINGS OVER TIME

Since the start of this project on March 1, 2020, the number of filings has generally held steady. The highest 
number of filings to date was 218 during the week of May 3, 2020 to May 9, 2020. 
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COURT DISTRIBUTION OF CASES

Of the 7,754 cases filed from March 1, 2020, to March 15, 2021, the majority were filed in state and federal 
district courts in California, New York, Texas and Florida. Court distribution for jurisdictions with 50 or more 
filings, is reflected below.
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SAMPLE COVID-19 CASE DESCRIPTIONS ACROSS MOST FILED NOS CODES
Note: Descriptions as entered by filing parties; updated as of October 2020. 

Employment

Plaintiff was fired from her job with defendants after complaining they were not following Covid-19 safety guidelines.

Plaintiff employees claim they caught and spread COVID-19 at a polyethylene plant due to a failure to provide personal 
protective equipment or implement social distancing.

After plaintiff learned that his wife was exposed to COVID-19, plaintiff was placed on a seven-day medical quarantine. The 
plaintiff’s employer refused to allow him to work remotely and refused to provide him with mandatory paid sick leave.

Insurance

Defendant denied plaintiff's claims for loss of net revenue/income due to the cancellation of its events because of the 
COVID-19 global pandemic.

Plaintiffs were overcharged premiums during the COVID-19 pandemic by defendants, who refuse to refund them after 
their businesses have been impacted by the stay at home order; class action.

Defendant denied plaintiffs' claims for losses related to the COVID-19 pandemic and refused to give plaintiffs rebates for 
premiums they paid despite reduced claims, instead taking a "windfall" for itself.

Contract

Defendant refused to refund students' tuition and fees paid for in-person education after shifting to online learning in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak.

Defendant failed to refund fees and costs paid by plaintiff and other students for the Spring 2020 semester after defendant 
stopped providing housing and other services during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The defendant company, which provides ferry services between South Florida, Bimini and the Bahamas, did not refund 
customers for trips that were canceled on account of the coronavirus outbreak. The company instead offered to replace 
customers' existing tickets with tickets for a later date; class action.

Torts

Defendant failed to process Paycheck Protection Program loans on a first-come, first-served basis as required, instead 
prioritizing the applications for its favored larger customers in order to maximize profits. As a result, "countless" small 
business impacted by the COVID-19 crisis were prevented from applying for loans and lost their opportunity to receive 
loans.

Plaintiffs paid full tuition to defendants yet are deprived of in-person educational experiences and opportunities due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which forces them to adapt to an online education; class action. 

Defendants failed to follow proper COVID-19 safety protocols resulting in plaintiffs' mother testing positive for COVID-19 
and ultimately passing away while under the defendants’ care. 

Civil Rights
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Defendants ushered in a new wave of COVID-19 restrictions, this time barring in-person schooling for most children in 
California. Defendants' restrictions on in-person schooling effectively deprive plaintiffs' children, and millions of other 
children across California, of the opportunity for meaningful education.

Defendants encroached on plaintiff's civil liberties through a series of orders issued in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak, including the Stay Home, Stay Healthy order and an order mandating the use of masks in public.

New York prohibited plaintiff from holding a peaceful protest during the coronavirus-related shutdown because it was 
deemed a "non-essential" gathering while New York City allowed civil rights protests sparked by the death of George 
Floyd to proceed.

Constitutionality of State Statutes / Voting

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, defendant issued an unconstitutional directive that changes election procedures in a 
manner that will enable massive voter fraud, including by mailing unrequested mail-in ballots to every voter. Problems 
have already been identified with defendant's mailing process and lack of due diligence, including misdirected mailings, 
and because of the directive, plaintiffs' rights to have their votes fairly counted are at risk.

Defendant denied plaintiff's application to be on the November 2020 election ballot as an independent candidate for the 
23rd U.S. Congressional District in Texas. Plaintiff planned to collect the required number of petition signatures, but the in-
person signature gathering process was ended in March 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Plaintiff says the 
state's requirement of 500 signatures by August 13 was effectively impossible to meet and imposed an unreasonable 
burden on his constitutional rights. Plaintiff seeks injunctive relief to prevent defendant from enforcing the signature 
requirement.
_______________________________________________________________

About Perkins Coie’s Litigation Practice: Industry leaders and the world’s most innovative companies turn to Perkins Coie 
to handle their most complex and challenging litigation. With more than 400 litigation attorneys across the country, Perkins 
Coie has extensive jury and bench trial experience in major state and federal jurisdictions and at every appellate level 
through the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Client Advantage is Perkins Coie’s integrated approach to client service, offering operational resources of our firm to 
benefit in-house legal departments. For more information visit: www.perkinscoie.com/client-advantage. For questions, or 
to receive an email when changes are made to this Update, please contact our Client Advantage team: 
clientadvantage@perkinscoie.com.


