
Food & Consumer Packaged Goods Litigation
2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

Despite the interruption in civil litigation 
prompted by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
there were more new class action 
lawsuits filed against the food and 
beverage industry—220 cases—than in 
any prior year over the past decade.

In 2020, plaintiffs filed a slew of putative class 
actions against pet food companies, alleging that 
certain “limited ingredient” claims on pet food 
products were false and misleading.

Our survey of federal class action cases found over 100 recent filings since 2019 against 
cannabis companies. The largest portions included:

California and New York jurisdictions continue to 
be plaintiffs’ favorites; California, in particular, saw 
more than half of the filings in 2020.

Proposition 65 pre-litigation notices 
impacting the food and beverage industry, 
including dietary supplements, have 
increased steadily over the last five years. 
In 2020, there was a shocking threefold 
increase in the number of notices plaintiffs 
served on food, beverage, and supplement 
manufacturers.

Personal care products saw a significant 
number of class action filings, especially 
against brands in the hair care and hand 
sanitizer industries. More than half a 
dozen hair care companies saw class 
action filings targeting an “oil-free” claim.
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