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https://w ww.worldofmaps.net/en/north-america/arizona-usa/map-federal-lands-and-indian-reservations.htm
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• Environmental Protection Agency

• Army Corp. of Engineers 

• U.S. Department of Interior 

• Bureau of Land Management

• USDA National Resource Conservation Service 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

• Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

• Arizona Department of Water Resources

Parties and Agencies 
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• Federal 

- Clean Water Act

- Clean Air Act

- National Environmental Protection Act

- Endangered Species Act 

- CERCLA

• State/Local

- WQARF

- Aquifer Protection Permit 

- Arizona Pollution Elimination System Program 

- State Air Programs

Key Laws 



What Is CERCLA?
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Federal law that establishes program for remediating 
“hazardous substance” sites, generally caused by historic 
contamination, and sets forth a liability scheme that can be 
invoked by anyone.

Companion to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(“RCRA”), which regulates ongoing treatment, waste, storage 
and disposal of “hazardous wastes.”

"Butte Berkeley Pit Copper Mine DSC_5325" by Just having some fun is 

l icensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0



Elements of Liability
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Applies to releases or threatened 

releases of hazardous substances from a 

facility into the environment.

Release = any outdoor spill, emission, or discharge.

Threatened release = deteriorating barrels.

Hazardous substance = most chemicals except for petroleum 
plus most metals.

Facility = any area where hazardous substances are found.

Environment = everything outdoors. 

"spill2" by PipeLeaks is l icensed under CC BY-SA 2.0
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• Release

• Of a Hazardous Substance

• Equal to greater than 

reportable quantity (RQ) 

[See 40 CFR 302/Table 302.4]

• From a vessel or facility

• Within a 24-hour period

• Into the environment

What Happens if there is a Release? Section 103(a)







10

hjklhjkl



11
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-08/documents/common-elements-guide-mem-2019.pdf
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• Due Diligence in Real Estate

- Types of Rights

- Establishing or Transferring Water 
Service  

- Wells 

• Transfers

• New Application

- Surface Water Rights

• Types of Surface Water 

• Adjudication

• New Construction

- Assured and Adequate Supply 

• Potential Issues

- Federal Rights

- Subflow

Water Law

https://blog.nationalgeographic.org/2013/02/18/discussing-w ater-rights-a-w estern-

pastime/
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Source: https://www.azcc.gov/utilities/water
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• Climate Change/Environmental Issues

• Biden Administration

- Heavier Climate Change Regulation

- Focus on Zero Emissions and Fuel 
Efficiency

- Restoration of methane regulation

- Focus on green energy

- Protect Biodiversity

- Arctic Protections

- Environmental Justice Communities

- Restoration of Protections under Clean 
Water Act and Clean Air Act 

What Comes Next?

https://hamiltonmusical.fandom.com/w iki/I_Know _Him



16

Chris Thomas

(602) 351-8045

Perkins Coie LLP, Phoenix, AZ

CThomas@perkinscoie.com

Andrea Driggs

(602) 884-2003

Perkins Coie LLP, Phoenix, AZ

ADriggs@perkinscoie.com

Janet Howe

(602) 351-8187

Perkins Coie LLP, Phoenix, AZ

JHowe@perkinscoie.com

mailto:CThomas@perkinscoie.com
mailto:Adriggs@perkinscoie.com
mailto:jhowe@perkinscoie.com

