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OVERVIEW

Research compiled by Perkins Coie’s Competitive Intelligence team: Perkins Coie’s Competitive 
Intelligence department performs in-depth research and analysis on products, markets, case trends, and more, 
to better inform the strategic business decisions of our clients and the firm. 

Background: Business and economic disruptions due to the coronavirus pandemic are ongoing. We strive to 
keep clients informed on the latest developments, including the impact of COVID-19 on case filings. Using 
CourthouseNews (CNS) to track cases filed in 2,613 state and 148 federal courts, we looked specifically at 
cases that substantively involve COVID-19 claims. Our research excluded from the larger set of data cases 
related to prisoners, immigration detainees, habeas corpus, compassionate release, and the like.

In the report that follows: We focus on all substantive COVID-19 filings. If you are interested in further 
analysis, please reach out to your primary Perkins Coie contact or email: clientadvantage@perkinscoie.com.

NATURE OF SUIT (NOS) TRENDS

Filings from March 1, 2020, to September 19, 2020, indicate the largest number of COVID-19 disputes involve 
insurance and contract claims, with employment, torts, and civil rights claims following. 

Note that while insurance disputes are a type of contract dispute, we separated insurance cases from other 
types of contract cases. Sample case descriptions can be found in the research below.



Perkins Coie LLP | October 2020 

32294577.1

WEEKLY FILINGS OF COVID-19 CASES

From March 1, 2020, to September 19, 2020, 4,472 COVID-19-specific cases have been filed in state and 
federal courts. Note that May 25, 2020, July 4, 2020 and September 7, 2020 were court holidays, meaning the 
data from that week is reflective of a partial week. The table below is an excerpt and does not list all nature of 
suits we have identified.
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COURT DISTRIBUTION OF CASES

Of the 4,472 cases filed from March 1, 2020, to September 19, 2020, the majority were filed in state and 
federal district courts in California, Florida and New York. Large numbers of filings are also taking place in 
state courts in Illinois and federal district courts in New Jersey and Texas. Court distribution is reflected below.

COURT FILINGS OVER TIME

Since the start of this project on March 1, 2020, the number of filings has generally held steady.  The highest 
number of filings to date was 218 during the week of May 3, 2020 to May 9, 2020. 
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SAMPLE COVID-19 CASE DESCRIPTIONS ACROSS MOST FILED NOS CODES
Note: Descriptions as entered by filing parties.

Insurance

Plaintiff was forced to suspend its business due to the COVID-19 pandemic and defendant has refused to pay for losses 
under the business interruption coverage on plaintiff's insurance policy.

Plaintiff insurance party seeks a declaration that it has no obligation under the policies for defendant's claimed losses of 
business income related to the COVID-19 global pandemic.

Defendants' insurance policy does not contain an exclusion or limitation expressly addressing losses caused by a virus, 
nevertheless, defendants denied coverage to plaintiff and others for damages arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Contract

Defendant's decision to close its university campus and transition all classes to an online format as a result of the COVID-
19 global pandemic deprived plaintiff and other students of the benefits of in-person instruction and access to campus 
facilities for which they had already paid fees and tuition.

Fitness center defendants charged their members monthly fees while they were not providing health club access and 
services due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Defendants have failed to offer full and immediate refunds to customers whose flights were cancelled or significantly 
delayed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Employment

In a class action for employment and unfair labor standards, defendants were charged with failure to pay corrections 
officer plaintiffs, regular and overtime wages owed for work performed during the COVID-19 crisis. The pandemic has 
required them to work extensive extra time, including in order to follow sanitation and hygiene protocols.

Defendant airline slashed the pay and benefits for plaintiffs by making them part-time workers, despite receiving $5 billion 
in public funds during the COVID-19 pandemic in exchange for promising not to cut worker benefits or lay them off.

In an employment and accommodations case, the hospital defendants did not provide a proper personal protection mask 
to the nurse plaintiff even though she was working in the intensive care unit with a patient who was positive for COVID-19 
and later died from the virus.

Torts

Class action for violations of the California Consumers Legal Remedies Act. Defendant decided to keep customer's 
monthly membership fees while closing 100%of its yoga studios due to COVID-19. Defendant has not refunded any 
consumers for their lost membership access. 
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Plaintiffs filed class action for unfair business practices. Defendants wrongfully prioritize loan applications from larger 
businesses and defendants' own banking clients instead of smaller businesses amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

In a negligence class action, defendant failed to follow basic safety precautions after receiving notice that the coronavirus 
had been detected aboard its vessels, failed to timely quarantine its crewmembers stationed aboard the vessel, failed to 
timely provide its crewmembers with masks, and failed to require them to observe social distancing measures aboard its 
vessels. As a result, several of its crewmembers suffered injuries and contracted COVID-19.

Civil Rights

In response to concerns over the potential spread of COVID-19, Walton County adopted an ordinance that closed public 
beaches. An amended ordinance closed all beaches, whether public or private, and prohibits anyone from being on the 
beaches, including owners of private beaches on their own private property. Defendants continue to enter and occupy 
plaintiffs' private property and despite threat of arrest and physical removal, prevent plaintiffs, their family members, or 
invitees from being able to enjoy their private properties.

Defendant's actions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, which include emergency declarations, state-wide shutdown 
measures, and other broad restrictions imposed on Michigan citizens, violate plaintiffs' due process rights because they 
breach the public trust and violate the United States Constitution.

Defendant violated plaintiff's First Amendment rights when he decreed a stay-at-home order in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic and in effect, restrained plaintiff's ability to move about freely and attend religious services.

_______________________________________________________________

About Perkins Coie’s Litigation Practice: Industry leaders and the world’s most innovative companies turn to Perkins Coie 
to handle their most complex and challenging litigation. With more than 400 litigation attorneys across the country, Perkins 
Coie has extensive jury and bench trial experience in major state and federal jurisdictions and at every appellate level 
through the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Client Advantage is Perkins Coie’s integrated approach to client service, offering operational resources of our firm to 
benefit in-house legal departments. For more information visit: www.perkinscoie.com/client-advantage. 

For questions, or to receive an email when changes are made to this Update, please contact our Client Advantage team: 
clientadvantage@perkinscoie.com.


