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Remote Deposition Experience Primer 

INTRODUCTION 

In the age of COVID-19, litigants and their lawyers are forced to adapt to a virtual litigation environment, including taking and 

defending depositions remotely. Your attorneys have likely vetted most of the top remote deposition technology providers and 

have preferred providers. This document is intended to provide you with a very basic overview of the remote deposition 

experience regardless of the technology you eventually choose and use. 

BEFORE THE DEPOSITION 

Because remote deposition technology vendors are usually also traditional court reporting services, the process for scheduling 

a remote deposition is nearly identical to the processes with which you are already familiar. You can call, email or log onto the 

vendor’s website to schedule the deposition, at which time you must indicate that the deposition will be remote. 

Participants connecting to the remote deposition will need a reliable high-bandwidth internet connection and a computer or 

mobile device with a webcam and microphone. If the witness does not have the necessary internet or equipment, you should 

work with your attorneys and their preferred vendors to ship them to him or her. 

Once scheduled, a secure link to connect to the remote deposition will be provided by the vendor well in advance of the 

deposition. For peace of mind, you should test the selected technology to ensure you are comfortable with and confident in 

your use of it. Then, just click the secure link to get connected. We strongly encourage you (and the witness, if he or she is 

your client) to connect to the platform at least 15 minutes before the deposition is scheduled to begin. 

DURING THE DEPOSITION 

Some courts and judges have already endorsed remote depositions, including the ability of a court reporter to swear in a 

deponent when in a different location. In venues where remote oaths and depositions are not explicitly allowed, we 

recommend that the parties stipulate to these conditions, in writing or on the record, before the witness is sworn in and 

deposed. 

There are multiple options for managing exhibits, from a basic uploading of files within the applicable videoconferencing 

platform to standalone tools that allow real-time multi-party collaboration. The mechanism that is right for you will depend on 

the subject matter of your deposition and the size and complexity of your exhibits. Make sure to discuss with your attorneys 

how to most effectively deal with distributing, using and marking-up deposition exhibits in the context of a remote deposition. 

Real-time reporting is available. The real-time feed can be shown on a separate window on your computer or device or, if you 

would prefer not to clutter that screen, you can launch it on a second device. For remote depositions, the technology provider 

will record the deposition with the exhibits and witness on the same screen regardless of whether a traditional videographer is 

present with the deponent. 

AFTER THE DEPOSITION 

Once the deposition has concluded, the court reporter will provide a secure link to download the final exhibits, written transcript 

and video file. The written transcript can be synced with the video just as we sync transcripts and videos after in-person 

depositions. 


