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IP Group Of The Year: Perkins Coie 

By Britain Eakin 

Law360 (January 17, 2020, 3:45 PM EST) -- The intellectual property team at Perkins Coie LLP notched a 
victory at the Federal Circuit for Mylan Pharmaceuticals that allowed it to proceed with a generic cancer 
drug, and secured a $5 million patent win for Riddell Inc., earning the firm a spot among Law360's 2019 
Intellectual Property Groups of the Year. 

Co-chair of the intellectual property group Shannon Bloodworth told 
Law360 that the practice, with 213 IP attorneys, is uniquely 
positioned to help clients secure such victories because of its 
strength in district courts, the Federal Circuit and at the Patent Trial 
and Appeal Board. She called it "remarkable" to be able to call upon 
other partners and professionals in the group to help with complex 
issues in each forum when needed. 
 
"We have one of the best Federal Circuit teams in the country, and a 
strong district court and PTAB victory record," Bloodworth said. "We 
talk and work closely together to achieve these victories." 
 
The firm put its expertise to use when it helped Mylan defeat a 2015 infringement suit from Johnson & 
Johnson division Janssen Biotech Inc. over its planned generic version of blockbuster prostate cancer 
drug Zytiga. The PTAB invalidated the patent in January 2018, with the district court following suit in 
October 2018 after a bench trial. 
 
Perkins Coie cemented those victories at the Federal Circuit, which affirmed both decisions in 
consolidated appeals on May 14. Perkins Coie partner Nathan Kelley led the charge during oral 
arguments for a slew of generics companies that Janssen sued along with Mylan. 
 
Kelley told Law360 that they had to rebut a novel legal argument that Janssen put forth in order to 
defend the victory before the Federal Circuit. Janssen argued that, even though it had lost at the PTAB, it 
should have won at the district court because the estoppel provision of the America Invents Act should 
have barred Mylan from asserting the same prior art in the district court litigation that it had 
successfully raised at the PTAB. 
 
"I had never seen that argued before, and I've seen all of these cases. So we had to figure out how best 
to handle that," Kelley said. 
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Bloodworth said the victory was significant because it allowed Mylan to launch a generic well before the 
patent's 2027 expiration date. 
 
"Any time that you secure a victory that enables your client to attain their goals, in this case launching a 
product that's a safe and affordable alternative to a very expensive cancer treatment, I think that is an 
important victory," Bloodworth said. 
 
In another of Perkins Coie's notable 2019 wins, the IP team persuaded an Illinois federal jury that 
football helmet maker Riddell Inc.'s rival Kranos Corp., which owns Schutt Sports, was making and selling 
a competing helmet that willfully infringed two of Riddell's patents. 
 
On May 20, a jury determined that Riddell's patents were valid and awarded Riddell $5 million in 
damages. The case was dismissed in October after the parties reached a settlement.  
 
In April, an Illinois federal judge in a separate case — also handled by Perkins Coie — ruled in favor of 
Riddell after Schutt Sports accused Riddell of infringing three patents covering its football helmets. U.S. 
District Judge Matthew F. Kennelly found one of the patents invalid and held that Riddell hadn't 
infringed the other two.  
 
The cases marked the second go-round for the competitors with Perkins Coie at the helm for Riddell. In 
2010, a jury awarded Riddell nearly $30 million in damages after finding that Schutt Sports' DNA and ION 
helmets infringed patents covering Riddell's Revolution helmets with concussion reduction technology. 
 
Perkins Coie partner Christopher Hanewicz, the firmwide chair of patent litigation practice, said the two 
wins for Riddell in 2019 exemplify the continued importance of competitor cases. He said that, while 
many large firms have been focused on defending clients against noncompetitor claims, Perkins Coie has 
also been developing significant expertise in handling cases between strong competitors, where the 
outcome can actually drive a change in the marketplace. 
 
"You have to be ready to actually take those cases to trial," Hanewicz said. "And we have established a 
track record of success in trying them." 
 
Bloodworth added that the firm's diversity also contributes to its success. The firm has about 100 
diverse attorneys, which it classifies as attorneys of color, women, attorneys with disabilities and LGBTQ 
attorneys. 
 
Bloodworth noted that almost 50% of the firm's IP attorneys are women or from diverse backgrounds. 
And while she said that number "frankly still sounds low," she's nonetheless proud of it. 
 
"It's really critical to who we are at Perkins, we really value our diversity," she said. "A lot of people talk 
about diversity, but Perkins really walks the walk on it." 
 
--Additional reporting by Lauraann Wood and Mike LaSusa. Editing by Nicole Bleier. 
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