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»
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW/LAND USE 

» Rodney Brown, founding partner, Cascadia 
Law Group PLLC, 1201 Third Ave., Suite 320; 
206.292.6300; cascadialaw.com; University 
of Texas, 1981; helped draft and lead the 
campaign to adopt Washington’s Superfund 
law to clean up hazardous wastes. Served 
on governor-appointed commissions dealing 
with growth management, regulatory reform 
and transportation challenges since 1990. 

» John W. Hempelmann, founding partner and 
chairman, Cairncross & Hempelmann PS, 524 
Second Ave., Suite 500; 206.587.0700; cairn-
cross.com; University of Washington, 1969; 
obtained approvals for a camp for seriously 
ill children; named co-chair of Urban Land 
Institute Seattle’s Reality Check Program. 

» Gary D. Huff, shareholder, Karr Tuttle 
Campbell, 1201 Third Ave., Suite 2900; 
206.223.1313; karrtuttle.com; University of 
Washington, 1975.  

ESTATE PLANNING/PROBATE/TRUSTS

» William Cruzen, shareholder, Karr Tuttle Camp-
bell, 1201 Third Ave., Suite 2900; 206.223.1313; 
karrtuttle.com; University of California, Hastings 
College of the Law, 1967; Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Senior Services, 2003.

» Janis A. Cunningham, partner, Perkins 
Coie LLP, 1201 Third Ave., Suite 4800; 
206.359.8607; perkinscoie.com; University of 
Washington, 1976; fellow, American College 
of Trust and Estate Counsel, 1988.

» Eric John Fahlman, founding partner, Fahl-
man Olson & Little PLLC, 1524 Alaskan Way, 
Suite 200; 206.583.0155; faolaw.com; Univer-
sity of Washington, 1990; named a “Super Law-
yer,” Washington Law & Politics,  2000–2007.

» James A. Flaggert, partner, Davis Wright 
Tremaine LLP, 1201 Third Ave., Suite 2200; 
206.757.8044; dwt.com; University of Michi-
gan, 1991; fellow, American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel, 2002.

FAMILY LAW 

» Mabry DeBuys, partner, Kirkpatrick & 
Lockhart Preston Gates Ellis LLP, 924 Fourth 
Ave., Suite 2900; 206.370.6634; klgates.com; 
University of Washington, 1979; member, 
Washington Board of American College of Trial 
Lawyers, 2005–2007.
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JANIS A. CUNNINghAm
PARTNER  Perkins Coie LLP
1201 Third Ave., suiTe 4800; 206.359.8000; PerkinsCoie.Com

ExpErtisE: ESTATE PLANNING AND PROBATE

Background: Few attorneys have quite the staying power of estate planners, who often get 
to know multiple generations in a family while helping them arrange their assets’ futures. That’s 
a major part of the appeal for attorney Janis Cunningham: “I love working for the same clients 
for decades—they become friends,” she says. 

A psychology major in college and the daughter of two educators (one of whom was also a 
law-school graduate), she says, “it was a natural fit to put my interests in people, education and 
family dynamics together in an estate-planning practice.” 

Through more than three decades of immersion in an intensely personal business—essen-
tially arranging for life after death—Cunningham is the National Practice Group Chair at Perkins 
Coie and has served both pro bono and high-net-worth clients. “I enjoy the counselor role that 
estate planning affords. I also appreciate the proactive aspects of this practice area—a chance 
to help someone plan in advance for a good outcome.” 

Most rewarding for the lawyer is working with family groups and seeing the fruits of thought-
ful planning reaped by another generation. In some cases, she says, “I have the opportunity to 
meet the children and grandchildren of my original clients. It’s fun to share the common bond 
of personal connections about their ancestors.”

FavoritE casE: One memorable decedent Cunningham represented left his assets to others 
“in fanciful and creative ways,” she recalls. “Beneficiaries had a chance to select ‘Door Number 
One, Door Number Two or Door Number Three’ for vacation trips and other surprises. They had 
to play the game to get the gift. He definitely left a lot of folks smiling.”

Another very different experience that affected her deeply was helping a client find her adult 
son who had fallen down an elevator shaft and lain undiscovered for nearly a week. After a 
“whirlwind week” of searching with the help of the local community and police, the man was 
found in time to save his life. “I have a picture of the mother and son with their arms around 
each other in my office,” Cunningham says. “The silver frame is inscribed, ‘You made this pos-
sible.’ Some things just can’t get any better than that.”

toughEst challEngE in EstatE planning today: “The newly enacted Washington es-
tate tax law and the lower state-estate tax laws in other states is causing a number of afflu-
ent individuals to consider changing their residencies,” she says. “It is distressing to have a 
law that encourages the exodus of individuals prior to their deaths who otherwise would have 
stayed in Washington and made a positive difference here.”

pEt pEEvEs: “I have noted that the laws affecting this area of practice have hardly ever stayed 
the same for any two consecutive years,” Cunningham laments. “It makes it difficult for clients 
and advisors alike to have as much certainty [in] planning outcomes as we would like.”

hEr BEst lEgal advicE: “When in doubt, treat the children equally,” she says. “Model the 
best legal behavior for those who follow you and don’t leave a mess; and if you have a chari-
table interest, act on it yourself rather than expecting someone else to do it instead of you.”

What shE’s rEading: “What can I say? ‘Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows,’” she says. 
“Even an hour of reading is so relaxing that it is like a mini-vacation to me.”

hoBBiEs: In addition to being an accomplished piano player, Cunningham is also an amateur 
photographer. “Just seeing photos again transports my mind to the location and time that I 
enjoyed when the pictures were taken,” she says.

pErsonal philosophy: “I try to put the interests of the client first and act ethically. I believe 
that if I can achieve this, the rest should follow naturally.” 

JANIS CUNNINghAm, who has helped countless clients prepare their 
estates for future generations, is also a trained amateur pianist.
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